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 South Florida. A place known for its warm 

and humid weather year-round. Every year winter 

tourists flock to Florida beaches, cruises and theme 

parks to escape the cold. However, on a particularly 

hot and sunny day on Jan-

uary 6th, 2017, the hustle 

and bustle of regular trav-

elers in Fort Lauderdale 

Airport, Florida, was in-

terrupted by rogue shooter 

Esteban Santiago-Ruiz, 

26, of Alaska. Santiago-

Ruiz opened fire near the 

baggage claim of Termi-

nal 2, the airport’s hub for 

Delta Airlines and Air 

Canada. The shooting 

lasted approximately sev-

enty to eighty seconds, 

until, it was reported by 

witnesses, Santiago-Ruiz 

laid down on the ground 

after running out of am-

munition. Broward County officers briskly moved in 

and apprehended him. But it was too late for five 

people, who were mortally wounded. One additional 

person was hurt during the shooting, and was taken to 

Broward Health Hospital.  

 Due to the panic and shock that ensued after 

the original shooting, hundreds of passengers were 

moved from inside the terminals outside onto the 

steaming tarmac in 80-degree heat. They stood with 

their luggage and loved 

ones, wondering when 

they would be allowed to 

get to their flights, and 

whether or not they were 

safe from further danger. 

Then, rumor of a second 

shooter opening fire 

caused 36 more injuries as 

panicked passengers and 

airport staff fled every ter-

minal of the airport onto 

the tarmac. Thousands of 

people could be seen by 

news helicopters flying 

overhead sprinting as far 

away from the scene as 

they could get. As a result, 

over twenty thousand 

pieces of baggage were left in the airport as people 

scrambled for their lives. In the terror, over ten thou-

sand people were stuck outside in the scorching heat 

with no food, drink, or restrooms.  

Fort Lauderdale Airport Attack 

Continued on Page 4 

Distraught passengers and employees at Fort Lauderdale-

Hollywood International Airport in South Florida seek shelter 

behind cars and a guard rail during pure chaos on January 6, 

2017. 
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Skyler Goldberg 

 On February 9th, a 

panel of federal judges—

consisting of William 

Canby, Richard Clifton 

and Michelle Friedland—

denied Donald Trump’s 

motion to reinstate his travel ban after Judge James 

Robarts blocked it. 

 The ban, instituted on January 27th through 

Trump’s executive order “Protecting the Nation from 

Foreign Terrorist Entry into the United States,”       

suspends refugee immigration from Iran, Iraq, Libya, 

Somalia, Sudan, Syria and Yemen with the exception 

of minority religions. Trump says he created the ban 

to protect the US from the threat of terrorism posed 

by these countries, which have been designated as 

areas of concern by Congress and past presidents. 

 The legal battle began on February 1st when 

the states of Washington and Minnesota, represented 

by attorney Noah Purcell, filed a complaint against 

the order premised on the alleged denaturalization of 

US citizens. The next day, Robarts granted the states 

a temporary restraining order, a court-ordered           

moratorium on the law until a later hearing. Trump 

subsequently appealed and lost, a decision              

permanently halting the executive order.  

 At the hearing, Purcell argued that the states 

have standing, or the right to bring the lawsuit, as   

proprietor and parens patriae, a legal principle mak-

ing the states—in his view—responsible for the wel-

fare of its citizens. He asserted that the states incurred       

proprietary damages through lost tax revenue and    

students and faculty of state universities, which he 

called “state agencies,” being unable to travel freely 

for research, inhibiting the “academic mission” of the 

universities. 

 Having addressed the issue of standing, Pur-

cell then contended that the order explicitly violates 

the Due Process Clause by denaturalizing US citizens 

without individualized notice and hearings.  

 Moreover, Purcell challenged the ban on 

grounds of religious discrimination as all the targeted 

countries are Muslim majority. In fact, Rudolph    

Giuliani says he wrote the executive order for Trump 

as a legal version of the “Muslim ban” Trump         

discussed during his campaign. Furthermore, Purcell   

argued that the order prioritizes minority religions    

specifically in the targeted countries and thus argued 

that the order prefers Christians, the minority religion 

in these countries, over Muslims. 

 Purcell also contended that the executive or-

der violates a section of the Immigration and Nation-

ality Act that prohibits the president from discrimi-

nating based on “race, sex, nationality, place of birth, 

or place of residence” with respect to immigration. 

 Attorney Michelle Bennett, representing 

Trump, however disputes the states’ claim that the 

ban illegally denaturalizes US residents, saying it         

misconstrues an ambiguous section of the order. She 

said the White House issued “authoritative guidance” 

immediately after the ban was first instituted, limiting 

its scope to non-US residents only. 

 Furthermore, Bennett maintains that the states 

lack standing, arguing that proprietary damages must 

be direct and that the aforesaid damages affect the 

states indirectly through harms first to individuals. In 

addition, she cited case law indicating that the federal 

government is parens patriae rather than the state and 

that lost tax revenue is not a cognizable damage. 

 Likewise, Bennett asserted that due process 

protects people, not states. She further contended that 

due process does not protect non-US residents, to 

whom she says the ban is limited, and is not            

applicable to categorical judgments, or laws applying 

to groups of people.    

Contrary to Purcell, Bennett interprets the 

section allegedly prioritizing Christians as applying 

to all countries and thus is actually an affirmative ac-

tion program. She also argued that the court may not 

be looking behind Trump’s stated motive in enacting 

the law: protecting the country from terrorism. 

The Travel Ban in Court 
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F 
or many years, scientists have searched for 

a planet with the capacity to support life on 

its surface.  In a news conference in Wash-

ington, the National Aeronautics and Space 

Administration (NASA) announced, along with its 

international partners, that seven Earth-like planets 

orbiting a star 40 light years away have been discov-

ered.  Michaël Gillon, the lead author of the paper 

Nature 

in which 

the dis-

covery 

was first 

an-

nounced, 

stated 

“It’s the 

first time 

so many 

planets 

of this kind are found around the same star.”  Gillon 

also said that the seven planets might have liquid wa-

ter on its surface and may be suitable for life, but fur-

ther analysis must be carried out. 

 The planets orbit the TRAPPIST-1 star in the 
TRAPPIST-1 system, with three of the planets in the 
system lying within its habitable zone, a very promis-
ing sign.  Similar to our solar system, the Trappist-1 
system has a certain area range in which life could be 
possible.   However, the system itself is very different 
from our own system.  Our sun is currently a main-
sequence star and is extremely hot.  In contrast, 
TRAPPIST-1 is an ultra-cool dwarf star with a low 
mass, allowing the planets to still orbit closely and 

safely within its habitable zone.   

 The plan-
ets are also very 
close to each 
other and astron-
omers are confi-
dent that they 
have a rocky sur-
face.  Every 
planet is around 
the same size of 
the Earth, but 
unlike our plan-
et, one year on any of the planets is only 20 days or 
less. 

Despite the hype, life on the planets is still not 

a  guarantee. Scientists have already begun to further 

analyze the atmosphere of the planets with their cur-

rent satellite but their findings are not yet certain. The 

James Webb Space Telescope, which is expected to 

launch sometime in 2018, will have the ability to ana-

lyze the chemical composition of the seven planets’ 

atmospheres.  If the atmospheres contain gases simi-

lar to those of our atmosphere such as ozone or oxy-

gen, the planets would definitely be able to support 

life.   

 Scientists have yet to name the newly discov-

ered planets and have asked citizens to submit names 

on Twitter and other social media platforms.  Most of 

the names are comical and include the seven horcrux-

es in the Harry Potter series, Pluto related names, and 

the seven deadly sins.  In the meantime, many astron-

omers and space enthusiasts alike are excited to see if 

these planets can truly suit life. 

Planets of the TRAPPIST-1 solar system 

in comparison to some planets in our 

solar system. 

An artist’s depiction of the sur-

face of one of the TRAPPIST-1 

planets. 

Oliver Pitts 

SEVEN (POSSIBLY HABITABLE) NEW PLANETS 

 Similarly, Bennett said the aforementioned section of the Immigration and Nationality Act does not 

apply when the president determines that the immigrants in question would be detrimental to the US. She ar-

gues that when the president makes this determination, as she says Trump did here, another provision of the 

act applies, granting the president absolute power over border control. 

Continued from  page 2,“The Travel Ban In Court”  



 The airport was put at a halt, and military-

style police were brought in to investigate the scene. 

They searched each parking garage and every corner 

of the terminals to affirm that there were no addition-

al shooters or weapons. 

 The Broward County Sheriff Steve Israel and 

the FBI’s Miami Director George Piro gave a news 

conference shortly after the shooting occurred, dis-

closing the suspect’s name as well as his origin. Ac-

cording to Sheriff Israel, Santiago-Ruiz flew from 

Anchorage, Alaska to Minneapolis, Minnesota and 

then to Fort Lauderdale on a Delta Airlines flight. 

Authorities did not know why Santiago-Ruiz chose 

Fort Lauderdale to attack.  

 The event has caused many to rethink airport 

security protocols, especially in the post-9/11 era. 

According to Florida state law, it is legal to bring a 

firearm to an airport, though it must be stowed in a 

checked back, unloaded, and in a locked case. Santia-

go-Ruiz reportedly retrieved his luggage from the 

baggage carousel, brought it into the restroom, 

opened it, retrieved the gun, and loaded it in the bath-

room before walking back out. 

The shooting added to the current debate over 

gun restrictions. Many immediately responded to the 

attacks, including Rep. Ted Deutch (D-Boca Raton) , 

who tweeted an article related to guns in schools and 

airports on January 7, with the caption: “The bill to 

allow guns in classrooms and at airports will NOT be 

heard [January 10] in the Florida Senate, it should 

NEVER be heard!” Rep. Deutch also tweeted that 

“Our thoughts are with victims and their families.”  

All political battles aside, House Representa-

tives from Broward County’s congressional districts 

Deborah Wasserman-Schultz (D-Weston), Alcee 

Hastings (D-Miramar), Frederica Wilson (D-Miami 

Gardens), and Mario Díaz-Balart (R-Miami) were 

horrified by the events and extended their deepest and 

most sincere condolences to the victims. Rep. Was-

serman-Schultz released a statement after the shoot-

ing saying, “I extend my deepest gratitude to our first 

responders – at the local, state, and federal levels – 

for their courage and professionalism.” Rep. Hastings 

also released a statement detailing his feelings, saying 

“My thoughts and prayers go out to the victims, and I 

offer my full support to authorities on scene investi-

gating this shooting.” Similarly, Rep. Wilson tweet-

ed, “Yet another unnecessary shooting, this time at 

the #FortLauderdaleAirport, I pray that such trage-

dies end in 2017.” Finally, Rep. Díaz-Balart stated, 

“My thoughts are with the victims and families in the 

wake of this senseless act of violence.” 

 

Continued from Page 1,“Fort Lauderdale Airport Attack”  

A map of where the shooting occurred at Terminal 2 at Fort 

Lauderdale-Hollywood International Airport in Broward 

County, Florida. 

Hundreds of pieces of luggage left in the airport during the 

chaos are tagged and left to be claimed. 



 Many politicians have recently been discuss-

ing violence occurring in America’s inner cities. It 

has been stated that inner city crime has been at a 

peak for twenty to thirty years, and that the current 

violence is “horrible carnage” (President Trump). 

However, some have attempted to debunk these 

claims, and prove that metropolitan violence is cur-

rently at a low.  

 The city in America that has come under the 

largest scrutiny in terms of violence is Chicago, Illi-

nois. The Mayor of Chicago, Rahm Emanuel (D) has 

disputed Trump’s claims about inner city crime, 

boasting that crime in Chicago is at a “record low”. 

According to the Chicago Tribune, from January 1st, 

2016 to December 31st, 2016 there were 784 homi-

cides in the city. That number skyrocketed from 492 

the previous year, a 169% increase. Already in Janu-

ary, 2017, there have been 56 murders. Some of these 

killings have been attributed to a plague of gang vio-

lence, as up to seventy active street gangs could be 

active within Chicago city limits. However, despite 

the 169% increase from 2015 to 2016, the violence in 

Chicago is not at its highest in the past few decades. 

The largest number of homicides since 1928 occurred 

in 1974, with a record 970 murders reported. The 

most recent number of murders in Chicago that has 

exceeded nine hundred is 931 in 1994.  

 Seemingly opposite the situation in Chicago 

are the homicide statistics in Baltimore, Maryland. 

The number of homicides in 2016 was 318 according 

to the Baltimore Sun, which is actually down from the 

previous year which had an all-time record of 344 

homicides under the administration of Mayor Stepha-

nie Rawlings-Blake (D). This was a decrease of about 

8%. However, this does not show how the extent of 

the crime rate increase within Baltimore within over 

the last few years. The number of homicides in 2014 

was 211, demonstrating an increase of 163% from 

2014 to 2015. Also, the 314 homicides of 2015 is the 

highest number of homicides ever recorded in the city 

of Baltimore. This number may be particularly high 

due to the riots and violence that occurred after the 

death of an unarmed black man Freddie Gray when 

taken under arrest on April 12th, 2015. There were 

many protests, mostly peaceful, with some turning 

violent. The crime rate in Baltimore is also signifi-

cantly above the national average, with a Crime Index 

of 776.3 in 2015 (as compared to the 2015 U.S. Aver-

age of 286.7). 

 Though numbers are by no means record-

breaking, major cities in the United States have expe-

What’s REALLY Happening in our Inner Cities? 

John Mari 

From left to right: Mayor of Chicago, IL Rahm Emanuel 

(D), former Mayor of Baltimore, MD Stephanie Rawlings-

Blake (D) 

Continued on page 6 



City Murders in 2015 
per 100,000 peo-
ple 

Projected 169% Increase 
in Murders in 2016  
Red = Over 500 

Atlanta, 
Georgia 

94 159 

Baltimore, 
Maryland 

344 581 

Boston, Massa-
chusetts 

38 64 

Chicago, Illi-
nois 

478 808 

Cleveland, 
Ohio 

63 106 

Detroit, 
Michigan 

295 499 

Fort Lauderdale, 
Florida 

10 17 

Houston, 
Texas 

303 512 

Jacksonville, 
Florida 

97 164 

Los Angeles, 
California 

282 477 

Memphis, 
Tennessee 

135 228 

Miami, Flori-
da 

75 127 

Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin 

145 245 

New Orleans, 
Louisiana 

164 277 

New York, 
New York 

352 595 

Orlando, 
Florida 

32 54 

Philadelphia, Penn-
sylvania 

280 473 

Phoenix, Ari-
zona 

112 189 

Seattle, Wash-
ington 

23 39 

St. Louis, 
Missouri 

188 318 

Washington, 
D.C. 

162 274 

rienced an overall rise in 

murders/violent crimes 

over the past two years. 

See the table on page 6 for 

murder rates in major 

American cities if a 169% 

increase over a one year 

period were applied.  

Aside from homicides, rob-

beries are also an immense 

issue plaguing our urban 

areas. However, unlike 

murders in Chicago, rob-

beries have gone down 

steadily from 18,473 in 

2001 to 9,649 in 2015. The 

murders in Chicago have 

gone up, but the robberies 

have gone down. As of 

2015, it was reported by 

the Drug Enforcement Ad-

ministration that roughly 

64,000 people in Baltimore 

(10% of the total popula-

tion) were addicted to her-

oin, which may also be a 

potential reason for the in-

crease in homicides. 
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On Monday, February 13th, Kim Jung Nam, 

half-brother of Kim Jung Un, leader of the Democrat-

ic People’s Republic of Korea (North Korea), was 

assassinated in Kula Lumpur, Malaysia; Nam was 

meant to board a plane at the Kuala Lumpur Interna-

tional Airport back to Macau, a Chinese-held territory 

near Hong-Kong. 

Malaysian police report that Nam had an un-

known substance smeared on his face and later felt 

dizzy and asked for medical help from the airport.  

He died on the way to the hospital in the ambulance. 

Both North and South Korea were shocked by Nam’s 

death and immediately began pointing fingers at one 

another. 

Malaysian and South Korean officials fol-

lowed the case carefully and four suspects were soon 

arrested.  Two of the suspects said that they had 

rubbed a liquid on Nam’s face thinking that they were 

part of a prank. 

One of the two 

girls, Siti Aisyah 

(Indonesian), 

confessed that 

she thought she 

was taking part 

in a T.V. show 

and did in fact 

smear the liquid 

on Nam’s face.  

The woman’s 

mother claims 

that her daughter 

was tricked and according to Indonesian officials 

Aisyah was paid 90 dollars to rub a type of baby oil 

on Nam’s face for the prank.  Later the Malaysian 

Health Minister, Dr. Subramaniam Sathasivam, con-

cluded from his autopsy that traces of the VX nerve 

agent were revealed in Nam’s eyes and face.  The 

agent is an interna-

tionally banned 

substance.  It is so 

toxic that it only 

took 15 to 20 

minutes from ini-

tial contact to kill 

Kim Jong Nam. 

Terminal Two, the 

terminal where 

Nam was to board 

his plane, was later 

quarantined and 

searched for linger-

ing traces of the toxin by a hazmat team.  Fortunately, 

the search turned up negative.  On February 28th, it 

was revealed that the two women who had rubbed the 

substance on Nam’s face, the afore mentioned Siti 

Aisyah and Doan Thi Houng (Vietnamese), will be 

charged and if convicted, both may face the death 

penalty. 

Both Malaysian and South Korean officials 

have completed autopsies of Nam’s body. However, 

North Korea refuted the results of the Malaysian au-

topsy saying that the results are “unreliable”.  Fur-

thermore, South Korean officials stated that their au-

topsy’s findings would not be released without DNA 

from the Kim line to prove Nam’s identity.  Much 

speculation has surrounded the death of Nam due to 

his infamous background and his family’s regime. 

Nam’s criticism of his family’s regime resulted in his 

exile in 2003. South Korea claimed that North Korea 

is directly behind Nam’s assassination and further 

alleged that Nam was targeted by two North Korean 

assassination teams, each recruiting one of the girls, 

with both coming together in Malaysia to kill Nam.  

These allegations have not yet been proven true. 

Kim Jung Nam is best known 

for his semi-exile from North 

Korea back in 2003 for being 

a critic of his family’s re-

gime.  

CCTV security footage clear-

ly captures one of the sus-

pects in the assassination. 

Kim Jung Nam Meets Death in Exile 
Oliver Pitts 



Julia Rodda 

The Grammy Awards is one of the music indus-

try’s biggest award nights, and this year’s show did not 

disappoint. The 59th annual Grammy Awards was held on 

February 12th, 2017 in Los Angeles California. James Cor-

den, famous for hosting The Late Late Show, hosted this 

year’s award show for the first time making it a spectacu-

lar night from beginning to end. Corden made his entrance 

with a dance number that went hilariously wrong, with 

trips and falls, and of course missing shoes. He called the 

routine a “disaster” before cutting into a Hamilton inspired 

rap instead of a traditional monologue. 

Now, what’s an award show without a glamorous 

red carpet? Some of the unforgettable looks of the evening 

included Carrie Underwood in a slightly sheer, lace, and 

red gown by Elie Mady: Adele stunned in an emerald, 

floor-length Givenchy gown, Faith Hill wore a red ensem-

ble with a keyhole cutout and thigh-high slit, and Chrissy 

Teigen had on a black cutout gown showing some skin. 

Then within all the best dressed, comes the worst dressed; 

these include Katy Perry wearing a metallic and fringe 

gown, Jacqueline Van Bierk with a gown covered in CDs 

trying to channel a new bizarre trend, and Halsey in a blue 

silk ensemble accessorized with a bedazzled choker. 

Adele opened the awards show with a rendition of 

her hit single “Hello”, starting off the big night. Later in 

the show she performed a kind-hearted tribute to the late 

George Michael. In the middle of singing his song 

“Fastlove”, she suddenly stopped the performance and 

apologized, saying, “I’m sorry, I can’t mess this up for 

him,” before restarting. Winning six total awards, includ-

ing the most anticipated award, Album of the Year, Adele 

made her way to a total of 15 Grammy wins in her career. 

While accepting her big win, it was revealed that when off 

screen she had expressed her love to Beyoncé by breaking 

her Grammy in two and giving her half.  

Speaking of Beyoncé, her performance was higly 

anticipated, especially considering that only days prior to 

the ceremony she had announced that she was pregnant 

with twins. She hit the stage for a ten minute performance 

of two songs off her 2016 album Lemonade: “Love 

Drought” and “Sandcastles”. That night she went home 

with two awards; Best Music Video, for her song 

“Formation”, in addition to Best Urban Contemporary 

Album for her newest album Lemonade.  

Bruno Mars also took the stage to give a tribute to 

the late Prince, performing “Let’s Go Crazy” while per-

fectly dressed like the late singer and rocking it out on a 

guitar. One final well remembered performance was  that 

of Lady Gaga and Metallica. Lady Gaga belted out her 

lyrics perfectly although James Helfield’s microphone 

malfunctioned and his voice could not be heard for almost 

half the performance. Luckily the problems were eventual-

ly worked out, and everyone pulled through like champs. 

Another memorable moment was the most star-

studded Carpool Karaoke of all time. James Cordon who 

hosts the hilarious mini-series on his show, brought his 

signature bit to the show. While walking around the crowd 

in a cutout of a car, Cordon approached Jennifer Lopez to 

sing with him. He then recruited Ryan Tedder to get in the 

“car”. Then came along John legend, Jason Derulo, Keith 

Urban, Tim McGraw, Faith Hill, and Neil Diamond. The 

stars sang Neil Diamond’s classic song, “Sweet Caro-

line”.  The best moment was arguably when Blue Ivy 

Carter came running over to join them in the end.  

The next big moment of the show is from none 

other than Twenty One Pilots. When the duo won their 

Grammy for Best Pop Duo/Group Performance for their 

hit “Stressed Out”, they got out of their seats and took off 

their pants. Allegedly, the two had made a vow years back 

that if they ever won a Grammy, they would accept their 

award in their underwear. Coming out of commercial 

break, host James Cordon also rocked the no pants look to 

get a laugh from the audience. 

Other artists to take home Grammy's inlcuded 

Chance The Rapper for Best New Artist, Drake for Best 

Rap Song (“Hotline Bling”), Maren Morris for Best Coun-

try Solo Performance (“My Church”), and The 

Chainsmokers for Best Dance Recording (“Don’t Let Me 

Down”). Many are looking forward to next year’s hits and 

the 60th annual Grammy Awards. 



O n February 26th, 2017 at the Dolby The-

atre in LA, the 89th Academy Awards 

widely known as “The Oscars” took place. This year, 

for the very first time, Jimmy Kimmel, was more 

than happy to host the celebration. Not only is this 

night dedicated to the most talented stars of today, 

including actors and actresses such as Emma Stone 

and Denzel Washington, but it’s also dedicated to the 

success and joy these performers have brought 

through the screen to their audiences.  

 Despite the prestige of the event, there are 

always mess-ups or funny moments that later pop up 

on YouTube. In past years such famous moments 

have included Jennifer Laurence tripping (from mul-

tiple years) or a well-timed photobomb. This year 

Justin Timberlake dropped in with Emma Stone dur-

ing her interview, which proved entertaining to many, 

but what most might not know is that Justin Timber-

lake experienced karma before the show even began. 

During Justin Timberlake’s interview, he was asked 

numerous questions at a time and out of nowhere the 

interviewer asked how excited Timberlake was to do 

the opening number to the Oscars.  At this point, he 

gave the interviewer an awkward look – the opening 

act had been kept a mystery, and she had revealed the 

big secret right before he was to go.  

 Another highlight of the night was when pro-

ducers brought a family of tourists from Chicago va-

cationing in L.A. to the Oscars to meet all the famous 

stars. The family was oblivious until one of the wom-

en saw Denzel Washington and started to freak out. 

Not only was it a funny and heartwarming moment, 

but it was the first time something like this had been 

done.  

One of the night’s main features was a slip-up 

that will go down in Oscars history—the wrong win-

ner announced for Best Picture (the last category of 

the night). Warren Beatty and Faye Dunaway came 

out on the stage to announce the winner, and as the 

suspense increased, Beatty opened the envelope only 

to appear confused. Dunway then took the initiative 

to announce “La La Land” as the winner. Producers 

came out as the cast of “La La Land” was making 

their speech to correct the error, announcing that the 

real winner was “Moonlight”. A bright spot through 

it all was Emma Stone and Ryan Gosling standing in 

the background laughing at their movie that didn’t 

win. Unfortunately though, Steve Harvey, due to his 

mess up with Miss Universe, took another blow as 

fans cropped his face onto photos of the confusion 

moment and attached several different memes to ac-

company the laugh. 

 Although the night was filled with lots of 

drama, mistakes and talent, the main point to remem-

ber is that they are there for all of us. “I became an 

artist, and thank god I did, because we are the only 

profession that celebrates what it means to live a 

life”, said Viola Davis. 

Brianna Luise 

Jimmy Kimmel at the Oscars 



Olivia Hunt 

Schools nationwide participate in a singular 

event for their juniors and seniors.  Students attire 

themselves in formalwear to attend prom, a high 

school formal.   Many girls find it difficult to plan 

for prom as they search for that one perfect dress; 

thankfully, there are prom-style guides that can help 

them find exactly what they are looking for.  

A popular style of prom dress 

is an A-line dress, which is designed 

to be narrow on top and wider toward 

the bottom.   This dress is perfect for 

girls that may be uncomfortable in 

dresses that show more skin.  

Another type of prom dress is 

the Baby-doll style.  Baby-doll dress-

es have a flirty and cutesy appeal to 

them. Though they are short in 

length, they come in a variety of 

styles.   

Another 

popular 

type of 

prom dress is the ball 

gown, which has an ele-

gant princess-like 

look.    

Some girls like their 

dresses to be casual 

which makes the Classic 

Prom category perfect 

for them.  Classic Prom 

dresses are plain, but 

still very stylish, with a 

less bold look than some other dresses.  

The Fit and Flare dress is 

another type of dress that is per-

fect for every girl.  This dress has 

a fitted bodice and flared skirt 

which not only makes it a beauti-

ful prom dress selection, but it’s 

also perfect for all body shapes 

and sizes.   

An example of an-

other popular dress is the high-low 

dress, which is cut short in the front, 

but hangs long on the sides and in 

back.   

Some girls prefer the mermaid dress as 

a more comfortable and form fitting 

option.  Mermaid dresses are charac-

terized by a flared bottom, which is a 

popular look for prom.   

Lastly, the Sweet-

heart dress fea-

tures a neckline 

with two curved 

edges that resembles a 

heart.  The Sweetheart cut can 

be more conservative with a 

high cut neckline or bolder and 

more daring with a lower cut 

neckline.  

It may be difficult to find 

the perfect prom dress, but 

sometimes referring to style 

guides can help. Whether it is a form fitting dress or 

a ball gown type dress, each dress mentioned comes 

in a variety of different looks and can make any girl 

feel beautiful. 

Choosing the Perfect One 



 If you like historical fiction with just a 

hint of magic, then this is your book!  This is the 

story of Leah Westfall who carries a very big se-

cret….she can sense gold.  A particularly useful 

tool during the Gold Rush, which is when this 

book takes place.  Due to her extraordinary abil-

ity, she has been able to help her family by find-

ing gold that others might have missed.  This tal-

ent, though, puts her in potential danger if others 

were to find out about it.  After her parents are 

killed, she runs away to go West because her Un-

cle is now her guardian and she believes he might 

have been the one to murder her parents and 

might be looking to exploit Leah’s pow-

ers.  Unfortunately, in order to run away and go 

West to look for more gold, she has to disguise 

herself as a boy and change her name.  She be-

comes Lee McCauley and meets up with her best 

friend, Jefferson (who might want to be more 

than best friends).  You can imagine the dangers 

she faces:  highway bandits, Indians, buffalo 

stampedes!  All while traveling in a wagon train 

and trying to keep her true nature from all the 

people she is traveling with out West. 

 This book is adventurous, romantic and 

engaging!  The author does a fantastic job of 

transporting the reader to the time of the Gold 

Rush.  Leah/Lee’s character is authentic and the 

dialogue is charming.   

Walk on Earth a Stranger  
by Rae Carson 

 Read Walk on Earth a Stranger to find out! 



 

Natalie Rash 

 The current political climate in the United 

States has been tense. The country is practically split 

into two. Muslim-Americans, and immigrants from 

practicing countries have caught the short end of the 

stick following the 2016 election. In Trump's cam-

paign, he outwardly spoke against terrorist attacks, 

some of which, he discusses, were rooted in Islamic 

extremism.  

 The controversy surrounding this issue was 

furthered as one of Donald Trump's first acts as pres-

ident was to sign an Executive Order restricting im-

migration to the United States from the predominant-

ly Muslim countries Iraq, Syria, Iran, Sudan, Libya, 

Somalia and Yemen. This travel ban, which is also 

being referred to as the "Muslim Ban", suspended 

entry of all people from the aforementioned coun-

tries for 120 days and barred Syrian refugees indefi-

nitely. It has also prohibited green card holders, and 

even some who are already citizens, from these 

countries from entering the U.S.  

 While some of the terms of this executive 

order has changed, it has come into question, what is 

life like for Muslims living in an America that seems 

to be against them? 

 A New York Times contributing journalist, 

Jenan A. Metari, discussed in a recent article how 

her life has changed since Trump's campaign began. 

As an Arab-Latina Muslim, she says that in the 

world we live in today, her ethnic and religious back-

ground dou-

bles as a po-

litical identi-

ty. She has 

been subject 

to discrimina-

tory state-

ments, such 

as "She needs 

to go," and 

"Arrest them, 

jail them for terrorism, then deport them," and to 

comments made regarding the color of her skin, and 

the religion she practices. As a Muslim woman, she's 

been told "Muslim feminist is an oxymoron."  

 Another Muslim journalist talked about how 

he had been walking in the street with his mother, 

who was wearing a hijab, and witnessed her get 

"egged" and have derogatory names yelled at her. 

Also, following the installation of the travel ban, Ira-

nian film director Asghar Farhadi, who was nominat-

ed for Best Foreign Film in the Oscar's, was unable 

to attend the awards ceremony, as he had been in 

Iran when the ban was established and its terms im-

pacted his status as a United States citizen. 

 Through the ideals that Donald Trump's cam-

paign has inspired, many Americans are finding the 

capacity to unfairly treat minorities in the U.S. It can 

be determined, that when the leader of a country, that 

many look up to and whom many voted for, publicly 

makes generalized comments about a group of mar-

ginalized people, it says to the rest of the country 

that it is okay to treat people this way, to insult them 

for their beliefs and customs; there is a false notion 

of believing that every Muslim has the goal of com-

mitting a terrorist act. As Muslim Americans stand in 

solidarity with their brothers and sisters within their 

own country and with others practicing Islam, it is 

clear that the ignorant spirit of others cannot and will 

not tear them down. 

Divided We Fall 



Rosie Vollaro 

A Nation of Immigrants 
  The question of whether to allow Syrian refu-

gees into 

the United 

States has 

been long 

and hotly 

debated 

amongst 

people 

with carry-

ing con-

cerns and opinions. Many say it is a moral obligation 

to provide asylum for those fleeing from war and that 

it would not be harmful to the country. Others argue 

that it could be a security risk or that it may negatively 

effect the economy of the United States. There are 

claims supporting both sides of the argument; however 

facts should be strongly considered when making a 

decision. 

 Approximately three million refugees have 

been resettled in the US since the 1980 Refugee Act. 

After the 2001 terrorist attacks, refugee admissions 

have declined, though the screening process can take 

up to 18-24 months and includes a review of applica-

tions by the State Department and other federal agen-

cies, in-person interviews, health screenings, and cul-

tural orientations, making refugees, statistically, safe 

(according to pewresearch.org). Also, since the Sep-

tember 11th attack, the U.S. has accepted 745,000 refu-

gees, zero of which have been arrested on domestic 

terrorist charges (according to migrationpolicy.org). 

However, many still may be concerned about security 

risks regarding refugees, not just with terrorism but on 

an everyday level. One worry is that the refugees may 

be violent because of their war-torn backgrounds, alt-

hough, according to the American Immigration Coun-

cil, native citizens are five times more likely to com-

mit serious offences and immigrants are 80% less like-

ly to be incarcerated (according to benjaminstu-

debaker.com). It is important to keep in mind that 

many are fleeing their countries to escape violence 

and to live in peace. 

 Some may point to the horrendous terrorist at-

tacks committed in France as evidence of refugee vio-

lence; however, according to European Commissioner 

for Foreign Affairs Federica Mogherini, all attackers 

were European Union citizens and ringleader Abdel-

hamid Abaaoud was born in the suburbs of Brussels. 

However, Hungarian security officials stated to a Brit-

ish newspaper that the majority of the attackers posed 

as refugees in order to return from Syria after training 

in the country. 

Fiscal impacts and financial responsibilities are anoth-

er concern regarding refugees. Whether the refugees 

will leech off of the state welfare and healthcare ser-

vices and if they will be valuable assets to the work-

force is commonly brought up. US citizens are con-

cerned that allowing refugees into the country could 

increase their taxes. According to the Congressional 

Budget Office Cost Estimate issued on June 18th, 

2013, foreign born residents are estimated to contrib-

ute almost $19,000 more in tax receipts each decade 

than they consume in government benefits. Govern-

ment estimates state that the immediate short-term 

cost of resettlement will be about $16,000 per refugee 

over a four-year period, meaning that for 10,000 con-

sidered refugees the total cost would be $160 million. 

That may be an initial cost shock,, but if refugees con-

tribute as much as other immigrants on average, the 

government will make about $3,000 per immigrant 

over a decade for a net profit of $30 million.  

 From a social and cultural   standpoint, many 

worry that the refugees’ vastly different cultures may 

pose difficulties. However, America is a country built 

of immigrants and prides itself on containing many 

different ways of life under one united nation. An ad-

ditional culture may initially cause difficulties such as 

hate crimes, but in the end, citizens will be exposed to 

different ways of thinking, possibly broadening one’s 

spectrum and knowledge of the world around them, 

inherently having a positive effect. Allowing refugees 

into a country is often stressful, confusing, and over-

whelming topic. However, when one takes a moment 

to address the facts, it may be easier to make a respon-

sible and educated opinion on the subject.  

http://pewresearch.org/
http://policy.org/
http://benjaminstudebaker.com/
http://benjaminstudebaker.com/


Natalie Rash 

 The United States is a country where the di-

versity found in its people can be seen through the 

beauty standards of the media. Only recently have 

people realized that beauty wasn't as white, blonde, 

and blue eyed as it had been commonly portrayed. 

As perceptions of beauty change, many have had 

their eyes opened to its diversity. Beauty is now 

more representative of multiple cultures within the 

melting pot of the U.S. Some famous cases of people 

who have challenged beauty standards in the U.S. 

include African-American models Shaun Ross and 

Diandra Forrest, the first albino models to become 

faces of major beauty and fashion campaigns. 

Transgender actress Laverne Cox has also chal-

lenged the ideas of what it means to be a woman in 

the mainstream media. The beauty industry has also 

begun to include more plus sized women in fashion 

ads, such as Ashley Graham, who became the first 

plus-sized model to be on the cover of Sports Illus-

trated's Swimsuit Issue. 

 Though different types of beauty are begin-

ning to be represented in so many different media 

outlets, there are still a lot of problems surrounding 

the issue. The concept of cultural appropriation has 

been an   issue many grapple with understanding. 

Cultural             

appropriation 

can be defined 

as taking credit 

for     signifi-

cant elements 

of a culture, and 

in the process 

denying its cul-

tural signifi-

cance. An ex-

ample of this 

can range from 

a white person 

wearing a Na-

tive American 

costume for 

Halloween, to a 

fashion show 

filled with 

white models sport-

ing dreadlock-styled 

hair. It may not be 

apparent to many 

that these        in-

stances that seem 

simple are really 

quite influential in 

how people view 

and perceive beauty 

standards. If it is 

made to believe that 

to appropriate a cul-

ture's ideals is okay, 

the efforts being 

made to make the 

beauty     industry 

more integrated are lost. It is okay to embrace the 

cultural beauty standards of others, but not to treat 

them in a way that is disrespectful and diminishing. 

 Some challenged beauty standards still have  

a ways to go before being fully integrated into main-

stream media, yet the slow and steady pace means so 

much to those who can now see themselves beyond 

their own communities. Including different kinds of 

people in the media is vital to making our country a 

more      inviting and cultured place. Hopefully, one 

day our beauty industry will be fully diverse and                

well-rounded,     representing all people living in 

America, regardless of race, gender, or shape. 

The Changing Face of Beauty 



Brianne Ledda 

Danielle Plunkett, a senior from Miller Place, 

decided in only eighth grade that she was going to 

spend a year abroad. Initially, fearful of a language 

barrier, she hoped to go to Australia but she later be-

came enamored with French and decided in tenth 

grade that she would pursue fluency by going to 

France. 

 She is current-

ly staying with a fami-

ly in Rennes, a city in 

the region of Brittany 

(northwest France). 

“In my opinion, stay-

ing with a host family 

is the best way to 

study abroad because 

you are always sur-

rounded by the lan-

guage, as opposed to 

staying in a dorm 

complex or house 

with a bunch of 

Americans, and be-

cause you gain a sec-

ond family in another 

country,” she said. Her host family consists of two 

host parents, an older host brother, and three host sis-

ters near her age. 

Danielle is currently attending a school called 

School Year Abroad (SYA), an international inde-

pendent school that of-

fers a year abroad at one 

of four campuses in 

France, Spain, Italy and 

China. However, the 

school is still an Ameri-

can school, though she 

takes four classes in 

French (French Litera-

ture, AP French, Art 

History and Political 

Science) and only two 

in English (English 

and Math). This al-

lows her to graduate 

from Miller Place on 

time with the rest of 

her class, permitting 

her to remain involved 

with her hometown. 

Since her school lets 

out at the end of May, 

she will still make it 

home for all the senior 

events. “I have an 

awesome group of 

friends that keep me 

updated with what has 

been happening, and 

apparently I have 

been voted in for one 

of the senior polls in 

the yearbook, so I’ll 

still be in the yearbook even after not being there for 

a year!” she said. Danielle won “Most Likely to be a 

World Traveler”. 

Though she doesn’t 

technically attend a French 

school, Danielle has found out 

a lot about the French school-

ing system through her host 

siblings and French friends. 

French schools have much 

longer days; sometimes clas-

ses go to six o’clock at night. 

They don’t have school-

sponsored extracurriculars ei-

ther. If a student wishes to 

play a sport or participate in 

another activity, they must do 

it outside of school. Schools 

operate on a six-week-school, 

two-week-break schedule, and 

every Wednesday is a half 

“This is my where I live (ft. my 

host brother’s bike) .“ 

“My 16-year-old host sister, 

Hermine, after we made 

American style chocolate chip 

cookies (she had never had 

cookie dough before) .“ 

“My classmates! :)” 

“A typical Breton 

meal, these are called 

galettes and they are 

kind of like salty 

crepes filled with all 

sorts of savory 

goodness:)” 

World Traveler 

Continued on page 16 



day, even at 

SYA. Dan-

ielle said that 

she gets to 

leave at 11:30 

a.m. on 

Wednesdays, 

but that the 

time is filled 

with extracur-

riculars. 

 Alt-

hough she 

admits it was 

difficult to 

adjust at first 

(e.g. the level/

speed of the 

language, liv-

ing with a dif-

ferent family, 

trying to fit into a new lifestyle/culture), her French 

has improved vastly. “Being forced to use French all 

the time, especially in the first few months when we 

were still adjusting and a bit uncomfortable, really 

helps and sometimes I don’t notice that I am making 

progress. Still, after nearly six months, my host par-

ents consistently praise me on my progress in French, 

without me realizing how much progress I’ve made. I 

would say that if one day you just dropped me in the 

middle of Paris, I would be able to get around with 

ease. The only thing I still have trouble with is under-

standing French TV, mostly just the news, because 

they speak incredibly fast,” she said. 

 Despite her positive experiences, Danielle 

does experience occasional bouts of homesickness, 

although she says they never last for long and that 

they’re normally over little things. She misses her 

dad’s cooking, and buffalo wings, which apparently 

aren’t served in France, and after a bad day, she’ll 

find herself missing home. “The worst it gets is when 

I feel sick because although I adore my host family 

and my host mother is extremely caring and kind to 

me, all you really want when you’re sick is your 

mom,” she said. She also admits that the holiday sea-

son was a little rough; she says that while it’s a bless-

ing that she was able to experience it in another cul-

ture with an amazing family, that it was sad to not be 

with her own family. She also said that Thanksgiving 

was bizarre; as an American holiday, it was just an-

other Thursday in France.” 

 The global increase in terrorism has not gone 

without consideration. “I am fortunate enough that I 

have incredible parents that have allowed me to pur-

sue my dream despite current events, but there is al-

ways the worry that something could happen. I think 

that it is important to consider that we are always in 

danger of any sort of attack happening no matter 

where we are, and we can never, ever know. Most 

importantly, the goal of terrorism is in the word--to 

terrorize,  to disrupt daily lives with fear, and I be-

lieve that the only way to combat that is to not let fear 

of the unknown stop you from pursuing what you 

want to do,” she said. Although it hasn’t significantly 

affected her stay, her school has taken precautions, 

and students are not allowed to meet outside in large 

groups; while travelling, they are not permitted to 

stay in airbnb’s or in any place without 24-hour secu-

rity; and solo travelling is not allowed at all. 

Danielle will be continuing her international 

education in college. She has enrolled in the Univer-

sity of Saint Andrews in Scotland, an internationally-

friendly school that she says is the perfect choice for 

her. Although she was interested in the school before 

leaving for France, she says that her experience in the 

country has impacted her choice of major, as she will 

be pursuing degrees in both Art History and French, 

which she might not have selected without the classes 

she’s currently taking, or her love for France. 

 For other students similarly interested in lan-

guages, Danielle said “I would say to take advantage 

of every opportunity you can find to speak the lan-

guage.  Try to immerse yourself in as much of it as 

you possibly can, and when or if the opportunity ar-

rives, go to a country that it is spoken in.  Even if it is 

for a two week summer program, just go.  It can be 

very expensive, but there are scholarships and finan-

cial aid for nearly every major study abroad program 

out there, so just swallow your fears and go because 

you won’t regret it.  If you can, though, try to go for 

an extended period of time (at least a semester) be-

cause only after that do you see real, solid progress.” 

“My oldest host sister, Aliénor, and I in 

front of the Eiffel Tower! :)” 

“I thought I'd include a 
picture of a sunrise at a 
beach, since we love 

those so much in Miller 
Place :) this picture was 

taken on one of our 
school trips!” 

Continued from page 15, “World Traveler” 



Miller Place High School is considered a small school (2017 enrollment 930).  Larger schools contain a 

larger student body making it difficult to know everyone.  However, it is still difficult to know everyone in a small 

school district.  Students were chosen at random from each grade to be interviewed about their high school careers 

and their plans for taking the next step in their lives.  Do you know who you share the halls with at school? 
Emily Lambert, a 17 year old student in eleventh grade, is involved in a variety of clubs in addition to 

coaching a dynamics baton twirling team. She participated in presentations during Mental Health Awareness week, 

a week-long assembly led by students from Natural Helpers about depression and other mental health issues. Mrs. 

Danowski, one of the many teachers active in running the event, is a role model for her. 

“She cares about everyone: each individual student and their well-being, always being there 

if someone is stressed out or upset and needs someone to talk to. She works hard for this 

community both as a teacher and just as a leader in general, for example: how she runs ser-

vice club and numerous fundraisers through it,” she said. Emily hopes to emulate her exam-

ple “by being there for everyone that I possibly can to support them through the obstacles 

they come across.” One of Emily’s friends, Haley Rosenblatt characterized her as “caring, 

trustworthy, outgoing, and kind.” Close friend Matthew Hirdt also said, “I think she’s a re-

ally nice girl who people go to for advice and when they need help.” 
Though still a junior, Emily already knows what she has to do when senior year rolls 

around; she plans to improve her GPA, prepare for college, continue to coach baton, and 

enjoy   her final year of high school. Emily has already started looking at colleges including 

Sacred Heart University, Boston University, Penn State University, and SUNY Cortland. Emily wants to go to col-

lege for teaching (specifically first grade). “I love kids and I like explaining things to people [and] when they un-

derstand it makes me happy and I want to be able to make a difference in their lives,” Emily said. She also wants to 

volunteer in Africa and travel the world.  Emily’s English teacher Mr. Zeltmann said that Emily “is caring and per-

sonable; a confident student who is a model for others to aspire to.” 
Matthew Hirdt is a full-time athlete, playing soccer in the fall, basketball in the winter, and track in the 

spring. Matthew is also involved in National Honor Society and was a member of the Art Club but found it too 

much to handle with academics and athletics. Matt is also interested in writing poetry and 

has been published by The Creative Communication Contest for his poem on equality. 

Matt’s role model is his mom because “she’s always there for me, she drives me to every 

practice and game, and she pushes me to do my best for the future,” he said.  
Though already an honors student, Matt is working hard to improve his class rank 

for senior year. When asked about his goals for his final year of high school, he said “For 

the first time [to not] have a stressful year and just have fun with my friends.” He hopes to 

commit to a college for basketball, and get a degree to teach social studies. “I really just find 

it so interesting because it shows how we are here today,” the student explained. As of right 

now Matt’s top school is SUNY Geneseo. 
Mr. Fank said that “Matt is very interactive in discussions, studies and is very con-

scious of his grades, works extremely hard and takes good notes, and works well in any en-

vironment whether in groups or independent.” One of Matt’s friends Tyler Ammirato said 

that “Matt is an all around great kid. He is one of my best friends. He is great in the classroom and on the athletic 

field. He always leads by example. Matt has a great personality, he is easy to talk to and I always go to him with 

my problems. And every time I see him he always has a huge smile on his face. I couldn’t ask for a better friend.” 

Chris Savino, another friend of Matt’s, said that he is “a great friend who respects everyone and is very kind to peo-

ple. He helps anyone who is in need and is a great teammate.” 
 Julianna Campo, freshman and a member of Natural Helpers and the Art Club, is passionate about 

music. In her free time she enjoys reading, listening to music, and playing the piano. One of her favorite groups is 

Maroon 5, and though she loves way too many songs to pick a favorite, she really enjoys “Rise Up” by Andra 

Day.  “It inspires me to be the best I can be and to rise up in the face of adversity,” she said. 
Julianna is also passionate about school. “I can’t pick just one favorite subject because there are so many 

Olivia Hunt 

Small School, Big Students 



things I like about each of the. I really love Italian, Social Studies, and English! Learning an-

other language is challenging but it’s also interesting and useful. Social Studies is like one big 

story to me. It’s fascinating to learn about human relationships and the way society works. I 

also love reading and writing. Books bring you to a different world. Each of these subjects 

makes me happy to learn about. I can’t wait each day to come to school just so I can go to 

those periods!”  In fact she’s so passionate about school that she wants to be a teacher when 

she grows up. “I like working with children, and I think it is the most important job. All other 

jobs are possible because of teachers,” she said. “Teachers are able to positively affect many 

people for future generations.” Julianna is currently focused on making new friends, and 

keeping her grades up so she can get into a good college; she is very determined to get into 

either SUNY Geneseo or Yale University. She looks up to her older sister Maria Campo, say-

ing “She does very well in school, and is well loved by everyone. I aspire to be like her.” A friend that requested to 

remain anonymous said, “Julianna has always been there for me. We have our ups and downs, but she is always 

there. She is willing to help anyone with their problems no matter how much emotional stress it puts on her.”  
 Senior David Argento is co-captain of the boys Varsity Tennis team, a Mathlete, 

and an officer in National Honor Society. He views high school as the foundation for adult-

hood, saying “The learning you do both in and out of the classroom, is to make you into a 

well-rounded individual that will be able to handle whatever life throws your way.” David 

wants to go to college for Applied Mathematics and Statistics and possibly double major in 

Business. David’s favorite subject is math because that’s “what explains all of the intrica-

cies of the world and can be applied to any field.” He would like to use the math that he 

learns within the realm of business “to enhance the decision making of companies and po-

tentially run my own business.”  
 David constantly strives for success while remaining grounded and humble. He is 

proof that a student can attain academic success without having to sacrifice their social life 

and having to spend hours a day on school work. David is currently the Salutatorian of his class and plans on keep-

ing it that way. David feels that he can help society by “giving more than [he takes] by continuing [his] community 

service efforts and hopefully one day being financially comfortable enough to help others on a greater scale.” Da-

vid’s role model is his older brother Chris. “We have always been rivals in every form of competition and I have 

always looked up to him as a model for what I want to achieve and how I will be able to achieve it” the student 

explained. 
“Leave behind the idea that whenever you make a decision in life, ask yourself which road do you believe 

will bring the most happiness to you overall, not just in the short-run. Also life has a way of working itself out so 

just keep rolling with the punches until you finally succeed,” he said. 
Ava Burns, though only a sophomore in Miller Place High School, is a good enough 

athlete to make two varsity sports teams. Starting lacrosse in second grade, she has worked 

hard over the years for her placement on the Varsity team. Ava is also a member of the Var-

sity field hockey team with Coach Alana Lamorte. “Ava Burns is a hard worker that is al-

ways looking to perfect her skill. She has the heart of gold and the fight to win like no other. 

When Ava is on the field there is no doubt she will give 125% at all times!” Lamorte said.  
Ava has already committed to Syracuse University to play lacrosse. She is very de-

termined to be a starter as a freshman. She wants to major in teaching special education be-

cause she loves helping people and she wants to make a difference by helping people who 

might not be able to help themselves. Ava sees high school as a fun 

place where she can be herself, and aspires to make honor roll every 

quarter as she continues her high school career. 
 Senior Ashley Pontick is involved in both the Yearbook and Art Clubs. Her favorite 

subjects are math and art because “they are very enjoyable and the fun goes beyond the 

classroom.” Though Ashley is a straight A student, she almost failed ninth grade due to many 

absences. Ashley suffers from many mental/physical issues, and lost her memory at age 13 

from a prescribed medication. She only remembers a few things from her childhood. 
Ashley is taking one step at a time working hard on her grades. She may not know where she 

wants to go with her life just yet, but she’s fully prepared to take on the challenge that comes 



after high school. She originally said that she was bullied, but as she thought about it she realized that she was the 

only one bullying herself. “Looking back now, I think I was the one who bullied myself, in a sense. Like, I would 

see girls talking about someone and I assumed it was me. Or I’d see friends picking on each other, and I applied the 

hurtful comments to myself. I would get name-called occasionally, and it seemed like there were a few students 

who’d probably beat me up if given the chance, but those could have been my scared mind projecting anxiety onto 

people who were most likely innocent.” 
Ashley feels she can best help society by “being myself and living my life. It sets an example for others to 

just do what’s best for them in the long run, regardless of what someone might say or think. It also lets people know 

that everyone else is taken, so it’s only logical to be your own unique individual. Fitting in is boring anyways. Why 

be a crowd of the same when you can have diversity?” 
 Senior Nicole Meneses participates in Agape, cross country, soccer, chorus and she 

plays guitar. Nicole has always been interested in art. She goes to BOCES after school every 

day for film production classes. Nicole really wants to pass the regents exams so she can 

graduate. After she graduates she would like to travel. She is interested in going to California 

for the creative arts industry and she also would like to go on missions trips in other countries 

and help the less fortunate. Nicole loves helping people and believes “in giving to others by 

giving [her] time or helping them feel happy even if it’s for a moment.” 
 “I have a happy outlook on life, I’m always truthful [and] I never hold a grudge 

[because] I believe in forgiving others,” she said. 
 Sophmore Joseph Aveni is a natural helper and plays lacrosse 

in the spring. His favorite subject is AP World History because he 

likes the way Mr. Ruggiero “puts his own spin [and] he’s not straight off the books [which] 

makes me pay attention more.” Joe sees high school as a good thing “but things need to 

change, like everyone learns differently but some of the teacher teach the same for everyone. 

It’s kinda like a doctor prescribing you medicine for an ear infection when you have a stom-

ach ache. It just doesn’t make sense in some aspects.”  Joe loves to capture the beauty of sun-

sets through photography.  
In the future Joe wants to get married, have kids, and pursue a career as an air traffic 

controller because of the hours and it pays well. Joe feels he can help society by aiding peo-

ple in need. As of now Joe doesn’t really know what college he wants to go to. Ava Burns 

said that “he’s a really caring, kind hearted kid. He looks out for everyone and he can always 

make you laugh and smile if you’re having a bad day.” Joe would like “to travel to Asia for an extended period of 

time to go to places like Japan, China, and Thailand etc.” He wants to be able to meet new people, try new foods, 

and see new things. Joe also wants to go to Africa and donate to families in need. 
 Freshman Lucas Stahlmann loves English because he loves to read fictional stories 

and how they relate to our world. Lucas participates in Service Club, cross country, and 

spring track. He feels that high school is more good than bad. “Of course there’s gonna be 

the day where a class just goes way too long or you are tired for the whole day, but so far, 

the school has treated me pretty well,” he said. “I feel pretty good about high school so far. 

Nothing has really changed for me. I’m still doing well in my classes and my friends have-

n’t changed up at all, so honestly, I think that the whole transition from middle school to 

high school is overrated.” 
 Lucas doesn’t really know what he wants to do just yet, but has found interest in 

being a pilot, forensic scientist, or civil engineer. “One of my goals is to improve my run-

ning times all around by the end of the year, as well as maintaining a 90 or better in all of 

my classes,” he said. Lucas wants to help society by teaching in impoverished areas.  

“The best diplomacy starts with 

getting to know each other” 

 George W. Bush 



 On February 

16th, 2017, the Business 

Department, including 

Mr. Fank’s College 

Business Law class, had 

the unique opportunity to be able to host two guest 

speakers for the day.  The two guest speakers includ-

ed FBI Special Agent James McCarthy and Assistant 

United States Attorney 

Madeline O’Connor.   

 Both presenta-

tions spoke about many 

terms and concepts the 

college level class has 

covered throughout the 

school year.  The main 

emphasis of the speech-

es surrounded the topic 

of criminal law.  Agent 

McCarthy spoke about a 

well-known serial killer whom he had investigated 

throughout his illustrious career.  Assistant United 

States Attorney O’Connor finished up the presenta-

tion with discussions revolving her presentation 

around the topic of contract law.  Overall, the stu-

dents were able to experience and participate in con-

versation with real-

life criminal and con-

tract law situations.   

 The reactions 

from the class about 

the two presentations 

have been extremely 

positive and apprecia-

tive.  For example, 

one student stated, “The 

guest speaker was in-

credible and very factu-

al.  He made me inter-

ested in his field of ex-

pertise and even how to 

combine my interests 

with the FBI.”  Another 

student responded to the 

presentations by saying, 

“Mr. McCarthy’s 

presentation was very 

informative and eye 

opening.  His journey of capturing a serial killer was 

interesting and captivating.”  Due to the enormous 

amount of positive feedback from students, the Busi-

ness Department is hoping to have these two guest 

speakers present to students of Miller Place High 

School on a yearly basis.    

Law Comes to Life 

James McCarthy, FBI Special Agent 

presenting serial killer data. 

College Business Law 

students amazed by 

experience. 



 The Middle and Near East have long been   

hotbeds of religious and ethnic conflict, as the     

birthplace of three major world religions and the       

homeland of numerous ethnic minorities, including 

the Bedouins and the Kurds.  Over the years, espe-

cially from the mid-20th to the early 21st century, var-

ious militant groups have launched terrorist attacks, 

including the 9/11 incident and the bombing in Nice, 

France, that have inspired military invasions of Mid-

dle      Eastern countries, a war that is commonly 

known as the “war on terrorism.”  Recently, another 

terrorist attack occurred in a predominantly Islamic 

country near the Middle East, historically known as 

Asia      Minor, that borders Syria: Turkey. 

 The incident occurred on December 10th, 

2016, at a soccer stadium in Istanbul, one of the 

country’s major cities. At approximately 11 p.m. lo-

cal time, a dense crowd was watching the soccer 

game at         Besiktas Vodafone Arena when a bomb 

exploded, killing 38 people, many of whom were po-

lice officers, and injuring 155.  The bomb had been 

placed in a car, and according to Turkish Interior 

Minister Süleyman Soylu, the explosive was 

“detonated by a remote   control.”  Soon after the ini-

tial explosion, a second bomb detonated in nearby 

Macka Park, located less than a mile away from the 

stadium.  Speaking about the bombers’ strategy, Nu-

man Kurtulmuş, Turkish Deputy PM, stated, "The 

blast occurred after fans from both teams left the sta-

dium.”   Kurtulmuş also explained that the attack ap-

peared to be directly      targeted at    police officers, 

stating “"The blast          occurred after fans from 

both teams left the             stadium.  The blast hit riot 

police units who were on routine duty after the game 

in the area. So the attack directly      targeted our po-

lice."   

 In addition to government officials, there 

were also eyewitnesses to the bombing.  In an inter-

view with CNN, Christopher James, a teacher and 

freelance writer living in Istanbul, described the sce-

ne he watched unfold from a nearby hotel: "We could 

hear and see the boom, and then after the boom the 

sound came back towards us.  It sounded like        

gunshots reverberating and then my phone started 

buzzing like crazy.”  Similarly, Ramazan Hakki 

Oztan, a local   historian who saw the explosions 

while     attending a casual conference, informed 

CNN, “We were at this hotel with this nice view of 

the old city by Taksim Square.  We saw this huge ex-

plosion that   happened by the stadium ... and 10 sec-

onds or 15 seconds after there was another explosion. 

... The second bomb was smaller in size."  Supporting 

the opinion that the     attacks were a direct target to 

police forces, Oztan    added, “I think they targeted 

the cops that were out there by the stadium who were        

protecting the spectators.”  Because of the dangerous 

conditions   resulting from the attack, the US Consu-

late in Istanbul sent out a tweet to American citizens     

residing in the city, advising them to “Please avoid 

the area, monitor local press reporting, and let friends 

and family know you are OK." 

 Although no terrorist group has directly      

confessed its responsibility for the attack, the Turkish 

government strongly suspects the culprit to be the 

Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK), a Kurdish militant 

group, especially since the aforementioned              

organization had launched numerous previous         

terrorist offensives in the country throughout 2016. In 

a press conference, Soylu reported that thirteen peo-

ple had been arrested for being connected to the 

blast.  Explaining the situation further, he added, 

“The evidence so far points to the PKK, the ministry 

has some of the information on framework about how 

it was planned and organized but for the sake of the   

investigation please forgive that I won't share any      

details.” 

   SOCCER BOMB: 
The Terrorist Attack in Istanbul Clara Dunlop 



ELIZABETH CORBIN 

“There me be people that have more talent than 

you, but there’s no excuse for anyone to work 

harder than you do.” -Derek Jeter 

“If you run into a wall, don’t turn around and 

give up.  Figure out how to climb it, go through 

it, or work around it..” 

-Michael Jordan 

Shannon Delurey 

 Lizzie Corbin had a fantastic final season this year for 

basketball. Lizzie will be attending Syracuse University this 

fall, but will not be continuing her basketball career. She 

chose Syracuse because the school shares her enthusiasm for 

basketball and she fell in love with the beautiful campus, stu-

dent and faculty. At Syracuse she plans on majoring in Pre-

Law and Criminology. As she graduates, Lizzie will remem-

ber the memories she has made with her friends throughout 

the year the most moving forward. She feels also moving for-

ward that classes like College Business Law have really pre-

pared her for what she wants to study. Lizzie first starting 

playing basketball when she was 5 years old because her 

whole family played. She enjoys the competition and intensity 

the most about basketball. Some of the people Lizzie looks up 

to include Steph Curry and Micheal Jordan because of their 

hard working attitudes, which make them outstanding athletes 

and role models. Lizzie is looking into different ways to stay 

involved in basketball in the future. 

 Anthony Beck is ready to wrap up his final year play-

ing high school lacrosse, but his college career is just begin-

ning. Anthony is attending Stony Brook University to play 

lacrosse as well as study Civil Engineering. He chose Stony 

Brook because it was close to home yet still had the “away 

from home” feel, as well as top notch academic and athletic 

programs. As Anthony leaves Miller Place, he will remember 

all the friendships he has maintained the most, as well as his 

memories on the lacrosse field. Moving forward, he feels that 

in classes like Physics and Calculus have helped him prepare 

for the future. Anthony first started playing lacrosse when he 

was in kindergarten because his older cousin played. His fa-

vorite thing about lacrosse is the competitiveness and the 

friendships that came along with it. Some of Anthony’s ath-

letic role models include Derek Jeter, because he grew up ad-

miring his poise, work ethic and competitiveness, and Russell 

Westbrook, because of his intensity for the game. Although 

Anthony hasn’t played basketball since 10th grade he really 

did enjoy playing that sport as well. 

ANTHONY BECK 


